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RENTS WERE LOW ON SPARKS ST. FIRST FRAME BARN IN NORTH GOWER 
WAS "RAISED" IN THE YEAR 1827 BACK THIRTY-F1 V E YEARS AGO 

FITZROY IN 1878 
A writer in the year 1878 

had the following to say about 
the township of Fitzroy: 

"This is the most north-
westerly portion of the County 
of Carleton, and is bounded on 
the northwest by the River Ot-
tawa, on the northeast by Tor-
bolton, and on the southeast 
by Huntley, and on the south-
west by the County of Lanark. 
It presents a great diversity of 
soil and surface—ranging in 
the one case from the most 
level to the roughest and most 
broken, and in other, from that 
of little value or almost utter 
worthlessness to a _quality of 
superior excellence. It con-
tains 55,014 acres of land—be-
ing almost the exact size of 
Huntley; but it has over 4.000 
acres more of improved land 
within its limits, and the valu-
ation of its real estate is almost 
double, or $744572 by the last 
assessment (which was made 
$912.279 by the "equalization" 
system of the County Council). 
It is the seventh township in 
extent, the fourth in value, 
and the fourth in population—
the number of the latter being 
last officially returned at 3,425, 
of whom 614 are ratepayers. 
owning, in addition to their 
lands, 3,050 cattle, 2.880 sheep, 
1,241 pigs, and 950 horses. 

4---- 

STORE 20 BY 99 OF THREE FLATS 

WAS HAD AT FIFTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

i- 

Settler Named Thompson Had to Go to South Gower Township 
to Find Enough Men to "Raise" It. As North Gower Was 
Only Sparsely Settled. 	This Settler Had Trip to Canada 
on First Steam Vessel from the Clyde River. 	North Gower 
Stuff. Sample Case of John T. and George Fotheringham and An In-

teresting Reminiscense of the Late William Mackey, Lum-
berman. and a Moral as to the Value of a Good Name in a 
Business Deal. ett Street Was Formerly Called Cathcart Street, But Name, Î 

Changed in the Early Eighties, As There Were Two Cathi- I I 
cart Streets. 	Re Old No. 1 Fire Station. 	Some Resi- I 
dents of Seventies. 	Duke Street Was Mud Hole. 	The 
Great Fire of 1870. 

the township were three named 
Blanchard, Garlick and Beamer. 

Made Bush Reads. 
Among the first acts performed by 

Blanchard. Garlick and Beaman, was 
to "bush out" a road through the 
township. It followed the general 
course of Stevens' Creek, and has 
been described under the head of 
"Highways." These people, although 
the first to undertake any operations 
in the township, were not the first 
who came in as "prospectors." 

One Merrick, of Merrickville, ac-
companied by a man named Stevens, 
had explored with a view to com-
mencing lumbering operations pre-
vious to 1820; but the latter was ac-
cidentally drowned by the upsetting 
of a canoe in the creek which still 
bears his name, and the melancholy 
event resulted in the abandonment of 
the undertaking. This stream, 
though now but an insignificant one, 
was then of some importance as to 
volume—the clearing up of the coun-
try having had the usual effect upon 
its waters. 

The Garlicks and Blanchards re-
moved to the United States, or the 
western part of Upper Canada. Some 
years afterwards Mr. Garlick was t 
man of considerable importance in 
the community. He kept the first 
public-house in the township and 
built one of th' first boats on the 
Rideau—the "Bytown." Mr. Beaman 
was drowned at Becket's Landing on 
the Rideau, in 1832. 
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Among the first settlers of North 
Gower township was ajMr. Thomp-
son who came to the township in 
1826. He had been in Canada since 
1817. He had been in the township 
prior to 1826, having lived in South 
Gower and had made some improve-
ments on his land in North Gower 
prior to settling. This Mr. Thompson 
appears to have been a very superior 
sort of man. 

In 1827 Mr. Thompson raised a 
small frame barn, and there were not 
men enough in the township at the 
time to do the necessary lifting, so 
he went into the neighborhood of 
his old home in South Gower, and 
brought out 15 or 20 hands to the 
"raising," which thereupon went off 
most successfully. This appears to 
have been the first frame building 
erected in North Gower. 

Mr. Thompson lived till the late 
seventies and attained the fine old 
age of 96 years. 

Back in Style. 
A few years after his settlement 

in North Gower this Mr. Thompson 
paid a visit to his old home in Scot-
land and had the interesting experi-
ence of returning to Canada on the 
first steam vessel ever built on the 
Clyde. This vessel was making its 
trial trip to Canada. Mr. Thompson 
had something to tell his neighbors 
when he got home and the subject 
was one that caused much discus-
sion among the farmers. 

Among the very earliest settlers of 

Scotch and Americans but early in 
the history of the settlement there 
came into it a lone Frenchman 
named Biais. For many years Mr. 
Blass was the only Frenchman for 
miles around. He was familiarly 
known as "Johnny" by his neighbors. 
Mr. Biais evidently made good with 
his neighbors, as when he died in 
1880 he was given a very large funeral: 

ABOUT FIRST MILLS 
KNOWN TO FITZROY 

,—.p 

Rents are not as cheap on Sparks street today as they used 
to be back in 1892. If goods cost more today than they used 
to thirty-five years ago, it is partly because the merchants have to 
pay more rent than they (or their predecessors) did thirty-five 
years ago. 

This is an old time stuff rent Crory, and with it goes the 
moral (thrown in) that often the po..ession of a good reputation 
is as valuable as the possession of bright red rubies. 

In 1892 John T. Fotheringham and his brother, George 
Fotheringham, sons of John Fotheringham, Chaudiere pioneer and 
well known builder, kept a stationery store at 208 Sparks street, 
near the corner of Bank street. The store was small and had been 
outgrown by their business. They decided to seek larger 
premises. 

At 182 Sparks street there was at the time a vacant store 
which had been occupied a while previous by the then defunct 
Ottawa Temperance Coffee House, which, by the way, was the 
pioneer quick lunch effort in Ottawa and was the idea of the 
late Richard Wicksteed, of honored memory. 

Building of Dimensions. 
The building was owned then by the late William Mackey of 

former lumber fame. The store on which the Fotheringham 
brothers, then young men, had set their ambitions was 20 feet 
wide, 99 feet deep and three storeys and basement in size. It 
was what might be termed a building of considerable dimensions. 

Albert Street Before the Fire. 
• William Mackey, the owner, lived then in a large stone house on Albert 

street, just west of Division street. Up to the time of the great fire of 
1900 there were on Albert street, between Division street and Rochester 
street. a number of these large stone houses, all set about 60 or 75 feet 
back from the street and decorated in the front by wonderful wide-spreading 
elms. Albert street in that district was then the home of many of Ottawa's 
rich and influential citizens. 

One evening the two Fotheringham boys hied themselves down to 
this fine district to see Mr. Mackey. 

The late Mr. Mackey. as those who knew him can testify, was a man of 
few words and quick decisions. 

Mr. John T. Fotheringham was spokesman and told of their desire to 
i.ent the Mackey store. 

Gave a Prompt Refusal. 
"What do you want to put in it?" snapped Mr. Mackey. 
"A stationery store," replied J. T. F. 
"You can't have it." "Why?" 
"Because it wouldn't pay there. Anyway, you wouldn't pay the rent I 

ask." This with a tone of finality. 
"Well, we wouldn't have come here," retorted J. T. F.. "if we didn't think 

we could make it. go. We are in business on Sparks street now and our 
store is too small. That is why we want yours." 

Up to this time the applicants had not told their names. 
"You say you are in business now," said Mr. Mackey. "What are your 

names?" 
All Difference in World. 

"Fotheringham," said G. B. F. 
"Fotheringham. Fotheringham,"said Mr. Mackey reflectively. "Are you 

anything to John Fotheringham of the Flats?" 
"His sens," said J. T. F. 
"You can have it," said Mr. Mackey. "Now we will talk business." 

Wanted $55 Per Month. 
It developed that Mr. Mackey wanted $55 per month for his big store. 

The Fotheringhams had only been paying $35 where they were. They decided 
promptly that they could pay the difference and an agreement was made, 
and later the Fotheringham sign went up over No. 182. 

Rents Went Up Later. 
The Fotheringhams 'later Fotheringham and Popham) stayed at 182 

till 1910. Between 1892 and 1910 the rent had been gradually climbing. In 
1910, after the death of Mr. Mackey, the estate remodelled the block (old 
Titus block), and put in offices above the ground floor over all the stores. 
By 1910 the Fotheringham rent had grown to $200 per month. Under the 
proposed new arrangement the rent of the stote was to remain at $200 
per month,but 	upstairs 	r pstalr fiats were to be cut off. F. and P. moved. 

Today stores in the vicinity of the old F. and P. store are paying as 
much as $350 and over per month. Some stores on other parts of Sparks 
street are known to be paying over six hundred dollars per month. 

Of course the population of Ottawa is bigger 1120,000, against 43,000 in 
1892 and 86,000 in 1910) and more business is being done. If such were not 
the case there would not be as many merchants as there are on Sparks street. 

OTTAWA THOUGHT RICH 

Mr. John Fotheringham, Echo Drive, comes of one of 
Ottawa's old families. Mr. Fotheringham's boyhood and young 
manhood days were spent on the Chaudiere. Mr. Fotheringham, 
who is a son of John Fotheringham. pioneer stone cutter, was born 
tit Duke street, in the first house north of Pooley's, on the west 
ode of Queen street west. The house in which Mr. Fotheringham 
was born stands today just as his father built it in 1842. It is 
h strange fact that the Fotheringham house (frame), the water-
works press house off Duke street, the old frame fire station in 
Fear of Queen street west, and Couillard's hotel (all close 
together) were the only buildings which escaped the flames of 
$he great fire of 1900. 

• Mr. J. T. Fotheringham today gives the O.T.S. readers 
reminiscences of the Chaudiere. Mr. Fotheringham is widely 
known in Ottawa and his stories (some of them elsewhere on 
His page) will be read with interest by many. Mr. Fothering-
ham's stories are mostly quite new to O.T.S. readers and will 
tiéa'd to the sum of O.T.S. information. 

According to the story told by Mr. Fotheringham, the 
- 'giaal LeBreton sub-division plan called for a street which was 
o kart at the north end of Pooley's bridge and run westward 

rallel with what was then the "gully," to Broad street. At the g Y 
i a'te the LeBreton plan was drawn, there was no waterworks 
m;'stem and therefore no aqueduct as at present. Had the pro-
posed street been put through it would have virtually followed 
the line of the Canadian National spur line, which now runs from 
Brad street across Queen west and back of Duke street into 
Booth's lumber yards. 

Thought It a Corner Lot. 
When John Fotheringham bought his lot overlooking the old 

D illy, he thought he was buying a corner lot, but it appears 
that the LeBreton plan was never registered. 

3 	3 	3 

The erection of the new house was 
to have a double effect. It was not 

ON SUPPOSED STREET only tol shut off the ancient light, but 
it would keep Mr. Fotheringham from 

IN LITERARY SOCIETIES 
FIRST TIMBER BEYOND 

THE CHATS 
The first timber ever floated 

down the Ottawa beyond the 
Chats Falls is said to have been 
taken out by a man named 
Tafts. The date is not given. 
but it is believed to have been 
about 1825. It was taken from 
the northwest corner of Fitz• 
roy, near the present town of 
Arnprior. 

One Was Sawmill; the Other 

Was a Grist Mill. 
Visitor Struck in 1878 by City's 

"Society" Strength 
s>• 

A visitor to Ottawa in the year 1878 
had this to say about Ottawa's na-
tional and literary societies: 

'There are in Ottawa the usual 
number, or rather we should say un-
usual number, of national and liter-
ary societies, and we are informed 
that, almost without exception, they 
are in a very encouraging condition 
—the results of their works being 
highly creditable to their respective 
members and supporters, and benefi-
cial to all concerned. 

"They would all bear extended re-
marks but we can here briefly men-
tion those a tresent occurringto us. P 
They comprise the St. George's So-
ciety (J. P. Featherston, president; 
Ralph J. Cook, secretary). St. An-
drew's Society (McLeod Stewart, 
president; J. B. Robertson. secretary). 
St. Patrick's Society (P. Baskerville, 
president; W. H. Nagle, secretary). 
St. Jean Baptiste Society (Dr. St. 
Jean, MP.. president; C. Gagne, sec-
retary. This society has three 
branches in Ottawa, Notre Dame, St. 
Joseph, and St. Anne. Institut Ca-
nadien Francais (Alphonse Benoit, 
president: Emmanuel Tasse, secre-
tary). Club de Discussion Canadien 
Francais (Oscar McDonnell, presi-
dent; A. A. Dion, secretary). Societe 
St. Pierre (G. Trudeau, president; F. 
X. Valade, secretary). This society has', 
two unions. St. Patrick's Literary 
Association (W. H. Waller, president; 
T. McCabe, secretary). Ottawa Liter-
ary and Scientific Society (W. D. Le 
Sueur, B.A., president; R. J. Wick-
steed, B.C.L., secretary)—and what is 
Tar greater than any of the preceding 
in point of numbers, the Catholic 
Young Men's Literary and Benevolent 
Union. The "Union" was organized 
in July, 1877. 	' 

"In one year from that date it con-
sisted of seven different branches in 
the city, with a total membership of 
over 600. Each branch has its various 

officers—the presidents and vice-
presidents of the whole forming a 
Grand Council." 

rise of His Life 

the sixties Mr. John 
• was surprised to find 

starting a foundation 
house on land which 
be city property and a 

Fotheringham was natur-
h perturbed. as the 
persisted in, would 

side windows and shut 
t light ," so to speak. 

d that the excavator 
own citizen of means 

suppressed). He discovered 
is citizen had bought 

d _ 	property from 

otheringham protested 
sing of the supposed 

wasnoplan showing 
t "the gully." When 
at the registry office 
the plan from which 
had not been regis- 

 Fotheringham 
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HAD THE BIBLE AND 
MAYOR'S SPELLING BOOK 

Were for Time the Chief Text 
Book of Argenteuil School. 

The late Colin Dewar of Ottawa, 
writing in 1883, some facts about his 
own life, from the History of Argen-
teuil, then under preparation, gave 
the following interesting facts: 

"I was the youngest of the 
family and was born on the 12th 
September. 18?3, at the old home-
stead in Chatham, where my 

o ndation u John laid the f Uncle 1 o  
of what little education I possess. 
Our text books in those days were 
the Bible and Mayor's spelling 
book. 

"Those who were fond of poet-
ry had the book of the Scottish 
version of the psalms to revel in. 
and when the English reader 
was added to our list of text-
books, it was thought we were 
very extravagant. 

"At that time the greatest part 
of the ink used in the country 
schools was made by boiling the 
bark of the soft maple. We had 
goose or turkey quills to write 
with." 

LONE FRENCHMAN 
OF "LACHUTE ROAD" 

so hot everywhere in Ottawa that the 
people could hardly breathe. 

Afraid to Leave. 
Many Ottawa people would have left 

Ottawa and gone east but they were 
afraid, first, of having their property 
pillaged if they left, and, second, of 
losing their way on the smoke-covered 
roads east of the city or south. So 
they stayed, and eventually the rain 
came and the air cleared. 

Wild While Lasted. 
But It was a wild time for Ottawa 

while It lasted. Nothing like it was 
ever known before, and has never 
been known since. 

When the fire was at its worst 
nearly all the stores closed their 
doors and the clerks were allowed to 
go'home and look after their families. 

Other stories as related by Mr. 
Fotheringham will be found else-
where on this page. 

Made Good with English 
Speaking Neighbors. Popular. 

One of the most interesting settle-
ments in Argenteuil county is that of 
Geneva, or the "Lachute Road" as it 
is better known. This district was 
opened by one Gustavus Hooker, who 
was a son of one of the heroes of the 
American Revolution on the side of 
the Continentals. However, Gustavus 
Hooker made an excellent Canadian 
and a good settler. Mr. Hooker lived 
till 1870 and died highly esteemed by 
his neighbors. 

This district was largely settled by 

ii NICHOLAS SPARKS OFFERED 

2 LOTS AGAINST POUND NOTE 
before the fire. In 1813 he greatly 
extended his operations, erecting 
houses for his men, extensive barns 
and sheds. 

His farming operations were also 
successful. He says: "At the finish-
ing of threshing we measured up L-
000 bushels. These 3,000 bushels cost 
me $2,000—for which I was offered 
89,000 when It stood—the price being 
high on account of the war." (witb 
the U.S.) 

BACK HIS OPINION OF HEIGHT 
FORCIBLY BUT NOT TOO WISELY 

First things of the pioneer days are 
always of interest. Here are some 
facts as to the first saw-mill, the first 
grist-mill, and the first wedding in 
the township of Fitzroy. 

While Mr. Charles Shirreff remain-
ed at The Chats, he continued to be 
one of the most enterprising and 
public-spirited men then, or ever 
since, in that township. He built a 
saw-mill near the mouth of the Carp, 
on Lot 23, Con. 12, in 1831; and a 
grist-mill at the same place in 1837. 
He was also extensive)Y engaged age d in 
lumbering and mercantile pursuits 
during the twelve years following 
1830. Long before that he followed 
the latter business, having carried on 
the first store in the township. 

There were other mills in the town-
ship, however, before Shirreff's. The 
first saw-mill was built in 1825, by 
Alex. McMillen and Donald Dingwall, 
two of the earliest settlers in the 
township. who also carried on one of 
the first stores for many years. It was 
situated on the right or lower delta 
of the Mississippi. 

The first grist-mill—and for many 
years the only one in the township—
was built on the Carp, at what tg 
since khown as the "Laudon settle-
ment," by Herman Laudon, in the fell 
of 1824. He was the son of a U.E. 
Loyalist, who settled in the township 
of Augusta after the Revolution; and 
he himself, was a captain of Provin-
cial Dragoons during the war of 1812-
15, and was present in several en-
gagements, including Ogdensburg and 
Chrysler's Farm. At the time he 
settled in Fitzroy, where he drew a 
grant of land for his military services, 
there were only four settlers at The 
Chats—Charles Shirreff, Alex. Mc-
Millen, Donald Dingwall, and Richard 
McArthur, besides a few families of 
men who were in Mr. Shirreff's em-
ployment. 

Mr. Laudon was the oldest magis-
trate in the township, the chairman 
of the board of magistrates compris-
ing the commission which held the 
first court of requests, and one of the 
leading men of the community during 
his whole life among them. This first 
commission was composed, besides 
himself as chairman, of Andrew Dick-
son, of Fitzroy, and John Buchan, of 
Torbolton, the court district compris-
ing those two townships. In his 
magisterial capacity Squire Laudon 

at 
performed numerous marriage cere- 
monies; one of which—that of John 
Wilson, who settled on the Pakenham 
road, and Eliza, daughter of John 
Riddel, of the same place—was the 
first marriage rite solemnized in the 
township, as well as the first wedding 
of residents of the township. 

- 	• 	- A Little Anecdote of the Founder of Sparks St. and of Ottawa, 
of Two Chimneys and of John Fotheringham, the Mason 
Who Built Them. 	Mr. Sparks Was a Man of His Word. L'n'ii Nrui Urar 

REMARKABLE MAN. 
Of Mr. Wright, a writer in an Ot-

tawa paper in 1870 said: 
"Up to 1824 this really remark-

able man had. In 24 years, cleared 
3,000 acres es: land, and In that 
year was the owner of 4 large 
tarma—made annually 1,100 tons 
of hay—had 756 acres in grain 
and roots, with stock and pastur-
age in proportion, while his 
buildings were valued at £18,257; 
and the sum total of his farms, 
stock, and buildings at îS7,068 
16s. 	But he had done more 
than this. He had opened roads 
for a distance of 120 miles 
through the lower townships, 
along the river shore to Mont-
real, and had built the Village of 
Wright snow 11870) the town of 
Hull), pleasantly situated, south-
east angle of the township. con-
taining a handsome church with 
a steeple 120 feet high, a com-
fortable hotel, and several other 
public edifices. In 1838 the pop-
ulation consisted entirely of 
Americans, and amounted to 1,-
068. 

"Hell then had three schools, 
tie tanneries, 12 lime-kilns, four 
sawmills, 2 distilleries, and other 
manufactories to correspond. 
Now (1870' the population Is 
thistly French Canadian--al-
though t he ruling spirits are 
Americans or their descendants 

and consists of about 5.000; 
there bring 1.000 houses, large 
steam factories. and all the 
trades necessary for a thriving 
community. Mr Wright ie bur-
led to a little cemetery on the 
Aylmer Road. westward of the 
town which he founded; having 
died full of year} and honora, 
leaving behind hill the happy 
memory of fume eltsuilied, and a 

.e. 

GLAD TO HEAR THAT 
NEW NEIGHBOR COMING 

In these days of large population 
(relelively) a lot of people hardly 
know their next door neighbors well 
enough to say "good day" tel them. 
But in the pioneer days, settlers were 
so hungry for companionship that 
they used to walk for miles to And 
out If it was true that some new set-
tler had broken ground in the town-
ship. 

Up to the year 1823 Mr. Charles 
Shirreff, of the Cats, and those in 
hls empty, appear to have been 
"monarchs of all they surveyed," and 
to have monopolized the honor of be-
ing the only inhabitants of the town-
ship of Fitzroy for a period of four 
and a half years. In the winter of 
1821-22. hie two ions, having heard of 
a military colony being settled in 
Lanark. procured the company of two 
brothers named Hudson, who were 
haltbreeds, and sons of an officer In 
charge of the Northwest Fur Com-
pany's trading post situated at In-
dian's Point, on the North Shore, and 
started on an exploring expedition to 
discover them They traversed Pits-
roy and severs) adjoining townships 
in the county of Lanark. particularly 
Ramsay, without finding n solitary 
%tiler. or any evidence of a white 
man ever heving preceded them in 
any nt the localities visited. though 
they explored the country thorough-
*, Mid wen absent over a week. 	Agi 

For almost five years the Old Time Stuff 
family have en,jtived together weekly excursions 
into the past. These excursions have been both 
pleasant and instructive. It is the earnest 
prayer of the editor that all the O. T. S. readers 
may be spared to enjoy another year of life, and 
that that year may be fraught with comfort and 
happiness. 

And if the editor likewise is spared. it, will 
Ise his aim to provide during 1828,' stuff" which 
will he quite as interesting (perhaps more so) as 
any which has already been printed. 

The Citizen's proprietors! and staff and the 
editor of the Old Time Stuff join in thyme New 
S'ear's Greetings. 

THE OLD TIME STUFF 
Wishes all of 
its Readers 

The greatest possible amount of 
happiness and well-being 

IN THE COMING YEAR 

!IN)OA6 H. WILSON, 
Editor O. T. R. 

The late Nicholas Sparks, after 
whom Sparks street was named, was 
A man of strong convictions, strong 
opinions, a man apart from the man 
In ability and executive functions. 
Like many men of his time (and 
many of the present time) Mr. Sparks 
was always willing to back his opin-
lotis with a monetary consideration. 

There was another thing he was, 
visa a man of his word, and a good 
loser, as the little story which follows 
will show. 

Back in the fifties, Mr. Sparks 
erected at the corner of Sparks and 
Lyon streets, a frame building which 
was the predecessor of the Butler 
House. It might be told at this stage 
that some years later this building 
was destroyed by fire. The fact has 
nothing to do with the story. It V 
only en peasant. 

A Matter of Height 
To erect the stone chimneys on this 

building, Mr. Sparks engaged Mr. 
John Fotheringham, the well known 
Chaudiere stonemason, To Mr. Path-

ific 
instruc~tions

Mr. 
 that thechiimneys 

 lave 
must 

rise at least five feet six Inches above 
the roof. They might be six feet above 
the roof but not less than five Un 
six inches. 

In due time the chimneys were 
finished and in due time Mr. Pother-
Ingham took Mr. Sparks le view them 
and pass his approval. 

Mr. Sparks, socerdbig to the story 
that has been handed down, looked 
at the chimney and remarked: 

"1 said those chimneys were to be 
Ave fret nix Inches." he said. 

"Well they art" mid Mr. Pbther-
`Ingtam. 

"They are not," said Mr. Sparks. 
Several "ares" and "nots" passed, 

then Mr. Sparks said: 
Racked His Opinion 

"I will bet you any two lots I have 
on Sparks street against a pound note 
($5) that I am right." 

"Taken," said Mr. Fotheringham. 
A man and a ladder were secured 

and the man was sent up to measure 
the chimneys. Mr. Fotheringham In-
sisted that the man should be one of 
Mr. Sparks' employes. 

The man came down and reported 
that the chimneys were exactly six 
feet high. 

Mr. sparks after hearing the report 
said to Mr. Fotheringham: 

Making Good 
"On into the Deice 'next door to 

the hotel) and tell Clarke to give you 
your pick of two of the Sparks street 
lots. I seem to have been wrong this 
time " 

The Clarke referred to was James 
Clarke, who was the agent for the 
sparks estate for many yeam and 
who was also prominent in Ottawa 
and county Orange circles till the end 
of the nineties. 

Offer RefaseS 
Mr. Fotheringham's reply was as 

prompt as Mr. Sparks' authorisation. . 
"I won't take them," he said. 

"When I told you that I had carried 
out your instructions, I spoke front 
certain knowledge. I had measured 
them myself and knew what I wee 
talking about" 

"That's all right." said Mr. Sparks, 
"just the same the lots are your. A 
bet Is a bet, and I always stand to 
mine." 

Bu' Mr Fotheringham did not hold 
Mr, Sparks to his bet. 

~ :t. 

In the year 1808, the village of 
rull, or Wright settlement as It was 
then known, nearly ceased to be. 

The new village, begun in 1800, was 
)sited by a fire that proved almost 

eisestrous to Philemon Wright, its 

r

Sunder. Mr. Wright was so badly 
financially that he almost threw 

p the sponge. The disaster is thus 
told of in Mr. Wright's words. 

"Unfortunately for me, on the 
Sth of May, 1808, my mills were 
burnt, and not my mills only, but 
a large quantity of boards and 
planks which were preparing for 
the Quebec market. I had not a 
single piece of board for my use 
without either chopping It with an 
axe or obtaining it from a dis-
tance of over 80 miles, except 
what was on my building' The, 
Ion was most severely felt, and 
came very near destroying the set-
tlement. There was no Insurance 
effected on the mills, and this 
loss, indeed, made nie almost 
despair of ever recovering it, or 
doing any further good upon the 
settlement; and I was about to 
quit It, but my sons advised me 
not to despair." it shnld be 
mentioned that these were mostly 
sew mills, built partly in the 
place of three old ones )Including 
the hemp-milli which were acci-
dentally burnt shortly after the 
hemp-mill was erected. Mr. 
Wright continues: "It was also a 
loin to the whole settlement, as 
the greater part of our corn axe 
in the mill, and burnt, with the 
exception of seven bushels of 
flour, which was taken therefrom 
the 	ht previous; and to see the 
distress occasioned by this acrl-
drnt was most affecting. The 
square timber lying afloat was 
saved. and with it f came to 
Quebec. and returning as soon si 
possible, commenced a nnw Mw-0 
nillt -setting all hands to work I 
could obtain. and finishing the 
mill In 00 days; after doing 

' which, I commenced a grist-mill. 
which was also finished in the 
fall of that year. 	During thin 
period we were obliged to obtain 
provisions from Montreal." 

$st Stuck At It. 
tut Mr. Wright was trade of stern 

f alit stuck at it and by 1112 
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NULL ALMOST CEASED TO BE,1808; 
DISASTROUS FIRE WAS EXPERIENCED 

Philemon Wright Was So Badly Hit Financially That He Was 
Tempted to Throw Up the Sponge, But Stayed and by 1812 
Was Back to Pre-fire Status. 	War of 1812 Helped a lot. 
Got Big Prices for his Wheat Crop. Was Remarkable Man. 

getting into his own back yard. 
House Not Finished. 

For some reason or other the 
blockading house was never finished, 
and for years it remained In skeleton 
form. 

In due time, however, there came 
relief to Mr. Fotheringham. In 1873 
the corporation decided on a water-
works system and expropriated the 
gully and the higher land to the 
north, which comprised what was sup-
posed by Mr. Fotheringham to have 
been a street. 

Made Station of It. 
As soon as the expropriation pro-

ceedings were completed the corpora-
tion moved the unfinished house to 
the rear of Mr. Fotheringham's prop-
erty, faced it toward the aqueduct, 
completed it and made a fire station 
out of it. Thus old No. I fire station 
carne into existence. 

By this act of the corporation, a 
portion at least of the land facing 
the aqueduct became a street, It q ahad 
to, in order to let the fire teels get 
in and out of the station in rear of 
the Fotheringham home. Mr. Fother-
ingham thus once more was able to 
get into his own back yard. 

Only One Reel. 
This fire station, as already told. 

was a frame affair two storeys in 
height. The only equipment of the 
station was a two wheel hose reel of 
the old high type, drawn by one 
horse. 

The captain of this station was the 
late Joseph Mills, of honored memory. 
Mr. Mills lived over the fire station. 
There were two firemen in the station 
besides the captain. They were Jack 
Lowery and Patrick Murphy. 	Mr. 
Lowery met a tragic fate a few years 
later. He was drowned in the Ot-
tawa river. It was believed by his 
friends that he had met with foul 
play brit there was no direct evidence 
to that effect. 

Didn't Go Through. 
Mr.. Fotheringham says that till 

the waterworks aqueduct was built. 
Chaudiere cross-streets like Lloyd. 
Lett, Sherwood and Bridge were not 
open to Wellington St. There were no 
streets through the gully. But when 
theueduct was built,stone bridges Bes  
(as at present) were erected and resi-
dents of the Chaudiere and others had 
more direct access to Wellington 
street and the streets south of Well-
ington street. 

Once Cathcart Street. 
An interesting fact about the 

Chaudiere related by Mr. Fothering-
ham is that up to the early eighties 
Lett street used to be known as 
Cathcart street west. Early in the 
eighties a change of name was made 
because residents of the other Cath-
cart street in Lower Town objected 
to there being two Cathcart streets. 
and as the Lower Town Cathcart 
street was the longer street, it was 
permitted to continue its name and 
the smaller Cathcart street had its 
name changed to Lett in honor of 
William Pittman Lett, the then city 
clerk. 

Lett Street Residents. 
The people who lived on Lett street 

when It was still known as Cathcart. 
street (1879) were: 

James Dalglish, grocer. 
Mrs. C. Cowan, widow. 
James Scott, clerk. 
A. R. Giles, washing machines. 
Thomas Dorton, printer. 
John Chapman. driver. 
Abel Caron, carpenter. 
Uris Carson, cabinet maker. 
W. G. Munson, bookkeeper. 
John Oliver, cabinet maker. 
Mrs. Welsh, widow. 
A. Dorion, chair maker. 
Mrs. Pratt, widow. 
W. W. Pratt, laborer. 
Edmund Thompson, laborer. 
John Jones, carter. 

Burned the House. 
As a bit of history about Cath- 

cart street and as showing the 
drastic methods used by the 
health department in the seven-
ties, Mr. Fotheringham tells that 
in the seventies smallpox broke 
out in a small detached house on 
the east side of the street. 

After the patients had been re- 
moved to the contageous diseases 
hospital on Sandy Hill, the health 
department officials set fire to the 
house and reduced it to ashes. 
They said they could not disinfect 
it safely. Mr. Fotheringham does 
not knowwhether the owner of 
the house was reimbursed or not. 

Muddy Street. 
Duke street in the seventies was an 

awful mudhole, according to Mr. 
Fotheringham. There was great traf-
fic on Duke street at that period, a 
number of sawmills being then in 
operation and there ;reins no second 
bridge to Hull as at present. Duke 
street was the neck of the bottle, as 
it were. In the seventies the corpora-
tion was very poor and a street that 
got macadamized was indeed a lucky 
street. 

Older readers will remember that 
even in the eighties Sparks street was 
in such a muddy condition every 
spring (a literal sea of mud) that one 
year the late R. J. Devlin hired a 
river scow and had it drawn up and 
down Sparks street for a, couple of 
days as a protest against the con-
dition of the stmt. Incidentally it 
may be said that the protest had 
results, though the board of works 
(of which the late Wm. Hutchison 
was chairman) and the finance com-
mittee did a lot of perspiring to find 
the wherewithal. 

Long School Walk. 
In the early seventies Mr. Fother-

tt.gham attended the George street 
Public school. This school had been 
heft in the sixties and was then 
the finest school In Ottawa. Mr, 
Fotheringham and other Citaudiere 
boys walked to and from the school 
every day (Pooley's bridge to corner 
of George and Cumberland streets) 
and thought nothing of the long 
walk, 

At that time the late Archibald 
Smirk) 1a splendid man) was princi-
pal at George street. Benjamin Rath-
well and a Mr. Stuart were his male 
assistants, and a Miss Johnson. who 
afterwards became the wife of the late 
1: D. Parkin( ea well known principal), 
was the chief lady teacher. 

The Fin of 1870. 
Some hitherto untold features et 

the great Carleton county fire of 1870 
an related by Mr. Potheringham. One 
Of these is that, while the fire was 
at Its height, there was at night very 
vivid heat lightning which lit up 
weirdly the dense smoke that covered 
Ottawa. He also tells that when the 
fire was at Its wont a very strong 
wind prevailed her.. He thinks the 
wind was caused by suction from the 
De. But whatever the cause of the 
wind. It was so strong land steady) 
that it was all one could do to hold 
one's feet. 

Flared Pb. Pere. 
Nod a An started In Ottawa du 

that wind, Ottawa would have 
it a bad way. 
411M Mae was a8 disk Had 
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INCIDENT OF THE STREET WHICH 
PLANNED, BUT DiDN'T MATERIALIZE 
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EXEMPT FROM JURY 
The volunteer firemen of the 

fifties and sixties did not get 
paid in any way, but they were 
given a small compensation in 
the way of being exempt from 
jury duty. a privilege which 
they all appreciated. 
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