
OUR 
SINCERE 

~ 	 

to the 

CITY OF HULL 
Now celebrating their 115th BIRTHDAY! 

Need a Car? 
Here We Are! 

BUDGET RENT A 
CAR'S NEW HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL IS THE BEST 
DEAL ON WHEELS! 

Call Us Now for Information or Reservations . 

WE FEATURE GENERAL MOTORS AND OTHER FINE CARS! 

Budget 
Rent a Car 

521.4844 2321526 

728-1941 

746.9280 

737-4122 
Kent St at Somerset 

West End 

1171 St Laurent Blvd. 771-5885 

Ottawa Airport 
1549 Bank Street 
309 Blvd St Joseph, 
Hull 

MERCHANTS 
OF 

HULL 
CONTEST 

,totte.. 

JUNE 20th 
TO 

JULY 4th 
• 

• 

3 '75 MUSTANG fil Valued at x4,450 <a 

50 10-Speed BICYCLES 	Valued at s110 e.. 

Any purchase of $1.00 or over at any of the stores in Place Du 
Portage will entitle you to a ticket on the draw. 

• ARLINGTON • SMART SET • FINES 
• LAURA SECOND • SMOKE SHOP 
• DIRECT FILM • MAURICE MUNROE AND ED. 
• CAFETERIA DU PORTAGE • JOANISSE BEAUTY SALON 
• BANQUE CANADIENNE NATIONALE • ANNOUK 
• PAPETERIE • WRIGHTVILLE CLEANERS 
• NICOLE BELASKY • KEBEC 

FREE INDOOR PARKING 

Is participating in . . 

Volant name precious to sports fans 
Mention the name Hull 

Volant to any athletically 
inclined youngster and 
he'll gladly offer to trade 
his most treasured hockey 
cards and autographs to 
wear their renowned uni-
form. 

Play a word association 
game with a sports orient-
ed Hull resident, confront-
ing him with "black and 
white" and "wings" and 
the instant response will 
be "Hull Volant." 

Drop the same name 
into a conversation with 
North American softball 
types and the likely re-
sponse is: "We remember 
them, a first class team 
and organization." 

This is the Hull Volant 
Athletic and Social Asso-
ciation. 

Their„ outstanding repu-
tation on and off the 
sports field and congenial 
French Canadian atmos-
phere has attracted Hull 
and area athletes as a 
magnet lures iron filings 
into its field. 

"Talk about sports in 
Hull and you talk about 
the Hull Volant," said a 
smiling Emile Sabourin, 
club director of sports. 

"There is a lot of pres-
tige in playing for the 
Volants," said Sabourin, 
sipping a beer in the club 
room of the association's 
Notre Dame Avenue head-
quarters. 

"The players are treated 

tion has never fallen prey 
to the winning-means-ev-
erything attitude. 

Claude Deschamps, a 
softball enthusiast and Ca-
nadian Amateur softball 
association executive direc-
tor, says the Volants 
entice players with quality 
equipment and competition 
and all-expense paid tour-
naments, rather than pay 
cash for their services. 

"The club first takes 
care of its members, then 
it promotes the teams," 
said Deschamps. "they 
want good teams, but they 
want to promote them as 
truly amateur." 

While softball and ho-
ckey are the club's main 
thrusts, the Hull Volants 
were originally conceived 
out of a football chal-
lenge. 

The now defunct B and 
A athletic association 
posed the football invita-
tion to 20 men, who 
accepted and formed the 
Hull Flyers. Under their 
first president, Le Progres 
de Hull sports editor 
Aldoria 'Coco' Jarry, the 
Flyers won the four-team 
league title before perish-
ing after one year. 

In 1933, sportsman Cha-
rles D'Aoust convinced 
members an English nick-
name did not fit with the 
French Canadian spirit of 
the association. So, they 
agreed to the French ver-
sion of Flyers — Volant. 

well. Each team has a 
dressing room, showers 
and lockers and their uni-
forms are cleaned after 
every game. And when 
they are not playing ball 
(or hockey) they are here 
involved in cards and talk-
ing sports," continued the 
jovial member, who added 
opposition players occa-
sionally drop by to trade 
stories. 

"If you can't play for 
the Volants, you can help 
out -in a tournament and 
still be around the park. I 
never played ball, but it's 
great to just be around 
the players," Sabourin 
said in reference to soft-
ball, the club's present 
athletic forte. "I'm orga-
nizing an international 
tournament for next week 
and I have more volunte-
ers than I need." 

Over 43 years, the club 
has channeled thousands 
of dollars to sponsor hun-
dreds of teams in a broad 
range of sports including 
softball, hockey, baseball, 
bicycling, basketball, bowl-
ing, football and track 
and field. 

In return for their in-
vestment, they're produced 
numerous champions and 
pennant winners in most 
sports since 1932. Softball 
alone has chalked up 
nearly 20 titles in 25 
years, according to Sa-
bourin. 

But the Volant organiza- 

things at him with sling-
shots. 

"They beat Quebec, but 
were too tired when they 
faced Sudbury, who won 
the cup." 

Sabourin's fondest me-
mories remain in the 
realm of softball. The Vo-
lants, recognized for their 
distinctive black and so-
uniforms  and winged crest. 
had prosperous years in 
the old Commercial 
League and are continuing 
their success in the Metro 
League. But in 1971 they 
were pilgrims in the 
American Seaboard 
League. 

"I managed that team 
and for months before the 
league began that year 
we'd travel 550 miles to 
Stratford, Conn., for a 
two-hour meeting once a 
month. We wanted to play 
in the best softball league 
It was worth the entire 
effort," remembered Sa-
bourin. 

"That was our most 
famous year. The team 
finished third and the 
experts said we wouldn't 
place in the top five." 

The team was alloted a 
budget of $27,000, but the 
players raised most of the 
money through raffles and 
draws and required only 
$3,000 from the associa-
tion. 

That policy of collectiv-
ism remains the basis of 
all Hull Volant undertak-
ings. 

~ 

Operetta lovers well served 
by Hull's Theatre Lyrique 

ÿ 

-- 

Operetta lovers in Hull have been 
well served for the past 11 years. 

Every spring, Theatre Lyrique de 
Hull presents its annual production and 
over the years these have included La 
Fille de Madame Angot, La Mascotte 
and Les Cloches de Corneville. 

Theatre Lyrique de Hull was formed 
in 1964 by drama school director Rene 
Provost, with the assistance of Jacque-
line Martin, Pierre Collien and Mrs. 
Lucien Bigras. 

The present company, composed of 
50 members including six soloists, is 
under the direction of two musical 

The intial group of 20 
supported the club's ambi-
tions by paying five cents 
a week for a membership. 
Today, nearly 600 mem-
bers spend $10 a year for 
all athletic and social be-
nefits. 

Fire destroyed their first 
clubhouse, including all 
record books, situated 
above a restaurant on Vic-
toria Street. The Volant 
club moved around the 
corner to a larger second 
storey building on Maison-
neuve Boulevard before 
being expropriated five 
years ago. 

"Bob Guertin was the 
godfather for this club, 
but a godfather in good 
sense," said Sabourin. "He 
kept the Hull Volant ex-
isting by paying the bills 
and taxes in the depres-
sion and hard years that 
followed. 

"He paid for all bus 
transportation and sent the 
hockey team to Europe 
for two tours," he added. 
"Without him there would 
be no club today." 

The first overseas jour-
ney was a reward for 
their surprising perfor-
mance in the 1937-38 
Allan Cup semi-finals. The 
other European tour was 
after the 1938-39 season. 

"The Volant were a 
group of has-beens expect-
ed to lose to the powerful 
Quebec Aces," recalled 
former Le Droit sports 
writer Henri Laperriere. 
"But their spirit made 
them a Cinderella team, a 
miracle team." 

That series set a single 
game attendance record —
9,200 — at the old Otta-
wa Auditorium. But over-
zealous fans in both cities 
forced the final game of 
the playoff to be moved 
to Montreal. 

"The series produced too 
much trouble in the two 
cities, so the final was at 
the Forum," continued the 
former president of the 
Institut Canadien Francais 
D'Ottawa. "In fact, Louis 
St. Denis, the Hull gaolie, 
was often bothered by the 
Quebec fans who flung 

directors. Yvon Thibodeau, with pianist 
Yves Beauparlant, conducts the group 
in popular music numbers, and Gaston 
Lebel, accompanied by pianist Yvon 
Deziel, directs the opera productions. 

As part of its contribution to the 
100th anniversary celebrations, Theatre 
Lyrique de Hull presented an original 
work by Lucien Ricard entitled Chan-
tons Cent Ans, a mixture of popular 
and operatic themes. 

Local talent is used as much as 
possible, with arrangements for the 
company prepared by members. 

In 61 years 

From General 

Store to Hardware 

Specialists .. 
• MATERIAL POUR CLOTURE, RESIDENCE ET COMMERCIAL 

INSTALLATION FAITE PAR DES SPECIALISTS. AGENT 
POUR CLOTURE FROST 

• PEINTURE ET TEINTURE, BENJAMIN MOORE. 

• OUTILS ELECTRIQUE ROCKWELL 

• OUTILS MANUELS DE TOUT GENRE. 

• MATERIAL POUR PLOMBERIE. 

QUINCALLERIE DE FINITION. 

DETAIL ET GROS. 
il 
1 

ELLY LEDUc 
67 WELLINGTON ST., HULL 777-1641 • 
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