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The man behind the making of a hospitals 
t 

started people eventually reminded 
them of their predecessor's failure. 

But the committee remained con-
fident. 

"I remember we had maps spread 
all over here," he said, sweeping an 
arm through the air of his living room. 
"With that steering committee, we 
were concerned with all the initial 
planning — like where we were going 
to put the hospital." 

tl 
Deja Vu 

In a way, Mr. Denman may have 
had a feeling of deja vu about that 
early hospital planning. It wasn't the 
first time that an isolated incident had 
set him off like that. 

"I was brought up in Outremont just 

By CHRISTOPHER COBB 
Journal Reporter 

Harold Denman remembers that 
day well. 

It was in the summer of 1962. 
His wife Isobel was taken ill and he 

was shuttling around trying to find a 
hospital that would treat her. But 
there was one problem — Harold and 
Isobel were residents of Nepean. 

City hospitals were reluctant to take 
anyone who lived outside the Ottawa 
limits and if they did, those "foreign" 
patients were invariably faced with 
massive bills. 

Rural doctors, barred from practis-
ing in those hospitals, had for years 
been moving into the cities and towns 
where the medical profession offered 
bright futures. 

People who lived in the rural areas 
were second class citizens when it 
came to getting medical care. 

Long drive 
The problem Mr. Denman faced 

that day wasn't exactly unique, yet 
there was one vitally important dif-
ference- 

And he decided to do something 
about it. 

"I had to drive my wife all the way 
to Perth to get somebody to treat her. 
I was worried sick and thought to 
myself that the whole thing was crazy. 
Why the hell couldn't we have our own 
hospital in Nepean — something that 
would serve the whole rural county? 

"So I went to the Nepean council 
meeting and told them what I thought. 
They said sure. If you want a hospital 
start it yourself. They gave me $250 so 
I went off and formed a committee. 

That was the beginning. The 
Queensway-Carleton Hospital may 
have been reared by a lot of people 

-since its birth but Harold Denman was 
the founding father. 

outside Montreal. It was in the 1920s 
and me and a few friends were play-
ing hockey in the streets. 

"Anyway, during the game a man 
walked by and was hit pretty hard by 
the puck, or ball we were playing 
with. I think he was pretty mad but he 
cooled down fast and asked me why I 
didn't form some sort of hockey club 
and find somewhere safe to play. So 
we got together and did just that. 

"I guess I've been involved in com-
munity work for a long time now 
because I'm very interested in people. 
I'm not a very good salesman so I 
work more by needling others. It's 
quite effective. 

"There's a few times I've suggested 
things to people and got little re-
sponse. Then sometime later they've 
come back and suggested the same 
thing to me — like it was their idea to 
start with, you know. It doesn't matter 
though, so long as you get what you 
want." 

Hospital 
facts 

Cost: 
$12 million 

Beds: 
234 

Doctors: 
100 

Nurses: 
200 

Location: 
Baseline and 

Richmond Roads 

Started: 
June 1973 

J 
Opens: 

Oct. 5, 1976 
Rus:, Mani; Journal-CP 

Harold Denman outside entrance to hospital he helped found. 

Biggest problem 
The story of Harold Denman and his 

"pushy" committee isn't the most 
glamorous of tales, but without the 
groundwork laid during those early 
days, Queensway-Carleton Hospital 
might never have become a reality. 

"Thinking back, I'd say the biggest 
problem we had to overcome was 
public apathy. Nobody seemed to re-
ally care about what we were trying to 
do. That was really frustrating." 

When the planning was over and the 
then Ontario Hospital Services Com-
mission had granted approval in prin-
ciple for the 200-bed hospital, the next 
step was to get a charter. 

That charter was given on Nov. 16, 
1966. 

A few months later, Mr. Denman 
decided his job was done. 

By that time, dozens of people had 
joined in and were helping to raise 
money to put the hospital plans into 
action. 

Mr. and Mrs. Denman, for years 
enthusiastic travellers, will be taking 
their he and she campers out of Dante 
Street, Nepean for the last time. They 
will be joining their children and 
grandchildren who are living on the 
west coast. 

His contribution to the new hospital 
could easily have been forgotten in the 
rush to get things finished. But it 
won't be. 

Harold Denman has been made an 
honorary director— for life. 

Similar idea 
Mr. Denman didn't know at the 

time, but 10 years earlier, in the fall of 
1952, a group meeting in Manotick had 
resolved to undertake the same task. 

They got as far as making reports 
on how bad the situation was in the 
county of Carleton — something 
everyone knew already — and then 
folded because of a lack of cash. 

But, in the words of the hospital's 
official history, good ideas never die, 
they are just filed away. So when Mr. 
Denman and his committee of four got 
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Russ Mont/Journal-GP Robert Haig overlooks model of Byward Market area 

the responsibility for plan-
ning transportation, has a 
chance to respond. 

Ideally, he said, people 
should be offered alterna-
tives to the automobile — in 
the form of upgraded mass 
transit service and bicycle 
paths — at the same time the 
streets are being closed. 

But it doesn't happen that 
way, he said. There's always 
a lag between levels of gov-
ernment. 

Tin House Court, between Clarence and Murray 
Streets, was the first of the courtyards. It takes its 
name from the facade of a house, originally on Guigues 
Street; which has been restored and hung on the rear 
wall of one of the buildings enclosing the square. 

The NCC bought the house in 1961. to save it from 
demolition. Although the structure could not be 
restored, the facade was kept in storage and rebuilt as 
a piece of sculpture by local artist Art Price. 

Clarendon Court would have a similar fan pattern 
of granite sets with a large tree near the centre. Unlike 
Tin House, which has open access from two side 
streets, this court would be entered through an arch-
way in the side of Clarendon House facing George 
Street and an enclosed arcade with shops and a coffee 
house off Sussex Drive. An old stone annex building 
facing the third side of the court may become a 
restaurant, with the rear enclosed by shrubs and flow-
ers. 

Although the courtyards fit into a master scheme, 
Mr. Clist says each would be designed individually, 
with improvements where possible. 

The next courtyard, still in the planning stages, is 
connected with the restoration of a building at 14 York 
St. Built in 1876, the grey stone building originally 
housed the Institut Canadien Francais d'Ottawa, a 
literary, artistic and scientific society. 

In 1882, it was the founding place of the Royal 
Society of Canada, a group which was largely respons-
ible for the growth of the National Gallery. This, says 
Mr. Haig, is the prime reason for its restoration. 

Nearly demolished by fire in 1973, the interior was 
rebuilt with a new steel-frame structure. Outside the 
old stone walls remain and the facade, with its mon-
umental post, and lintel entrance and decorative wood-
en cornice, is nearing completion. 

The courtyard is intended to complement the 
building and add to its new function. There would be a 
restaurant, an authentic English pub and a small 
theatre for live performances. 

By LEN ST. AUBIN 
Special to The Journal 

Up among the rafters on the third floor of Claren-
don House, quiet but steady progress continues on 
plans to develop the "Mile of History" along Sussex 
Drive into something unique in North America. 

Originally a hotel built in 1853, Clarendon House, at 
Sussex and George St., has been completely re-
modelled inside. Its third floor, with exposed rafters, is 
now headquarters for the National Capital Commis-
sion's heritage division and the two men responsible for 
a major scheme on NCC-owned land in the area, chief 
architect Art Capling and design architect, Trevor 
Clist. 

"The idea of rejuvenating Sussex Drive and linking 
it with the Byward Market has been around at least 
since I joined the Commission in 1970," says Heritage 
officer Robert Haig. But he adds that it has only been in 
the last few years that plans have started to material-
ize. 

Terraces planned 
The plans call for restoration of heritage buildings 

for commercial, office and residential use. To draw 
people off Rideau and Sussex into Old Bytown, inter-
connecting courtyards and terraces are planned for the 
open spaces behind the shops and restaurants on 
Sussex. This is the innovative part of the scheme, and 
something Mr. Haig says is unique in North America. 

"Of course courtyards have been used before, for 
example in Vancouver, but they've never been con-
nected in this kind of over-all plan," he says. 

A scale model of Sussex Drive prepared by the 
commission shows a string of courtyards from George 
Street to the old Notre Dame Basilica. Mr. Clist says 
the Basilica provides a natural ending and the connect-
ing walkways would offer a vista of historic buildings, 
leading the eye to the steeple of Notre Dame in the 
distance. More walkways and terraces would lead into 
the interior of each block, and ultimately, to the market 
square. 

"We've tried to get more life into the market area 
and these parks are intended to feed people in," says 
Mr. Clist. 

Encouraged by the success of the first courtyard, 
completed in the spring of 1974, Mr. Clist hopes a 
second, planned for the area behind Clarendon House, 
will be finished by next spring. 

"We have the funds in this year's budget, but this 
kind of construction can't be done during the winter." 

Anyone cutting through 
Sandy Hill via Cobourg; 
Streetcan see the pattern de-
veloping first-hand. 

A traffic light was recently; 
installed at Cobourg and Ri-: 
dean streets.  

Traffic moved towards the 
intersection, and Cobourg be-
came an attractive thorough-
fare for motorists heading I 
downtown. 

By KEN SCOTT 
Journal Reporter 

Those pleasant neighbor-
hoods you drive through on 
your way to work each morn-
ing are beginning to turn 
against you. 

Up until a few years ago, 
rush-hour commuters were 
allowed shameless access 
through residential areas of 
the city, in their relentless 
pursuit of the shortest route 
to their jobs. 

The Glebe was the first 
community to throw obsta-
cles into their path. 

Soon, many other commu-
nities will be trying to follow 
the Glebe's example. 

In September, 1973, street 
closings, narrowings, and 
other barriers were installed 
in the Glebe to restrict rush-
hour traffic and force it onto 
the main arteries. 

It was the first of many 
experimental traffic puzzles 
being contemplated for the 
oity. 

The city has embarked on 
a number of neighborhood 
studies 	in Sandy 
Hill,Centre frown, Lower 
Town, Dalhousie, Riverside 
Park, and Ottawa West, and 
the pattern has been the 
same. 

Regional officials say the l 
traffic signal wasn't meant to 
upgrade the intersection for ; 
cars — it was intended to 
make it safer for pedestri- 
ans. 

A pedestrian crossover a ' 
block away has been re-{ 
moved. 

Plans for the Sussex Drive area date back to the 
Conservative government of John Diefenbaker which 
sought to protect the ceremonial drive to Government 
House. Since then, the NCC has been acquiring land. 
With the exception of the Institut Jeanne d'Arc, still 
being negotiated, the commission owns all the property 
on Sussex from George Street to the Basilica. 

While the first stumbling block was acquiring the 
properties, Mr. Haig says another problem was one of 
"housekeeping." 

"Many of the buildings had to be gutted inside to 
meet city bylaws, others were destroyed by fire and 
had to be rebuilt with the facades restored to the 
original design," he says. 

This was the case with a series of buildings 
completed this year, in the same block as Clarendon 
House. While retaining their historic exterior appear-
ance, the insides have been altered. The ground floor 
space is mostly commercial, with the upper floors used 
for offices, and in some cases, studio apartments. 

Funding has been a continual problem which, 
along with the housekeeping, accounted for slow pro-
gress in the past. With heritage assuming a greater 
importance in the last few years, funds have been set 
aside in the annual budget for this kind of work. 

Some problems 
The major scheme is still a long-term proposal, 

with work extending over the next 10 to 15 years. Some 
of the courtyards will depend on acquiring more land 
and there is still the problem of the tempgrary build-
ings on the other side of Sussex. 

"These will go down eventually, but we never can 
tell just when, temporary buildings have a habit of 
lasting longer than they were Intended to.".  

Will Old Bytown ever have the life and flavor of Old 
Montreal? 

Ottawa is not as old a city as either Montreal or 
Quebec and Mr. Haig says heritage preservation in this 
city has not been as good as It has elsewhere. But he is 
hopeful. 

Each neighborhood has 
drawn up a plan to reroute 
traffic by closing streets. 

Sandy Hill planner Dave 
McDonald says there is a 
definite trend toward street 
closings. 

"Even though motorists 
who drive through neighbor-
hoods might claim to have 
equal rights with those who 
live there, there has been a 
definite political and plan-
ning swing in favor of local 
rights," Mr. McDonald said. 

He said the city is forging 
ahead with street closings 
before the region, which has 

Meanwhile, in compliance 
with the Sandy Hill neigh-
borhood plan, Cobourg has ( 
been closed, just south of Ri-I 
deau, blocking that route 
downtown. 	 l 

The Cobourg closing is one; 
of 12 recommended for Sandy a 
Hill. 

Six closings are to be in-h 
stalled immediately. They 
other six have to await road-
widenings, necessary to; 
carry the rerouted traffic. 

Are street closings the an•' 
swer: Who owns the streets, 
anyway?  

"Nobody has the answer to. 
that. This is the dilemma• 
we're in," said Mr. McDon- 
ald. 	 - 
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